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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Carl Robinson <carl@maltvt.org>

Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2016 1:17 PM

To: Kathleen Ramsay

Subject: FW: Selectboard Meeting Minutes on Wright Park

Attachments: Wright Park Proposal 2016.doc; gww_wright_park_with_adjusmetns2.pdf

Kathleen, 
 
Attached is the proposal plus a map that Mark LaBarr worked on with Allie (MALT’s summer 2015 intern).  The areas we 
would primarily be working on would not impact the trail area, thus would have very little (short term) visual impact, 
which I believe was a question from one of the Select Board Members. I also have an informational piece I will drop off 
for you.  Sorry this has taken so long to get to you, I needed to check in with Mark and was finally able to meet with him 
last week. In this meeting I visited a site where they have done work similar to what they are proposing in 
Hinesberg.  The park looked great and we even saw some Golden Winged Warblers. 
 
Carl 
 

From: LaBarr, Mark [mailto:MLaBARR@audubon.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 01, 2016 2:28 PM 
To: carl@maltvt.org 
Subject: RE: Selectboard Meeting Minutes on Wright Park 
 
Hey Carl, 
Sorry for the delayed response…we are full bore putting geolocators on winged-warblers. We got permission from the 
Monument Farm folks for the Collins property and there is currently a Golden-winged Warbler sporting a geo. We hope 
to go back on Monday to try and catch two more, a golden-winged and a blue-winged warbler. 
 
The attached proposal I sent to Joni a while back (I think) and the map is one that Alli made. We would be working in the 
light mechanized.  John and Allie worked in the manual area and I think he had students in there as well. I will look for 
some pictures but much of the work would be similar to what John has done. 
 
Mark 
 

From: carl@maltvt.org [mailto:carl@maltvt.org]  
Sent: Saturday, May 14, 2016 6:10 AM 
To: LaBarr, Mark 
Subject: FW: Selectboard Meeting Minutes on Wright Park 
 
Mark, 
 
The Select Board was for the most part in favor of the proposal.  They would like a little more info.  Including exact work 
area and approximate acreage as well as some visuals of what it will look like, before, during and after the work.  I 
explained that this work has been completed nearby and that we could most likely get them the info they need. 
 
I will contact you Monday. Have a great weekend! 
Carl 
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From: Kathleen Ramsay [mailto:KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org]  
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2016 2:55 PM 
To: 'Carl Robinson' <carl@maltvt.org> 
Subject: Selectboard Meeting Minutes on Wright Park 
 
Carl, Just FYI. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
Thanks, 
Kathleen 

 
4. Middlebury Area Land Trust Landowner Agreement re: Wright Park 

 
Middlebury Area Land Trust (MALT) Executive Director Carl Robinson provided an overview of the proposed 
habitat management project in Wright Park involving Audubon Vermont, MALT, and Middlebury College, with 
potential grant funding from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), through the USFWS Partner Program 
(documents attached). The project’s objective is to manage the Early Successional Shrubland Habitat (ESSH) 
which supports a number of state and regional priority bird species, including the golden-winged warbler, now 
on the decline. Selectboard approval is being sought for the Landowner Agreement under the Partners for Fish 
& Wildlife Program (copy attached) that would permit the project to proceed, with funds channeled through the 
Town and expended on a reimbursement basis. 
 
Noting that the use of heavy mechanized equipment has not yet been determined in the project description (copy 
attached), Heather Seeley asked for additional details prior to final approval, such as the number of acres 
impacted, and the availability of before and after images. Carl advised a proposal with more specifics is being 
prepared, and that Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) can be viewed online at the Audubon Society and 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department websites. Susan Shashok suggested that Parks & Recreation oversee the 
project on the Town’s behalf. Carl noted that, as acting manager of Wright Park, MALT is responsible for public 
outreach, working closely with the Town as property owner. Victor Nuovo moved for conditional approval for the 
Landowner Agreement, once finalized and reviewed by Counsel, and with the understanding that the Town will 
act only as pass-through agent for USFWS funding and will not incur any direct expense in relation to the project; 
Nick Artim seconded. Motion carried with 7 members in favor, none opposed. MOTION PASSED. 

 
 
 
 

Kathleen Swinington Ramsay 
Town Manager 
Town of Middlebury 
77 Main Street 
Middlebury, VT  05753 
kramsay@townofmiddlebury.org 
802-388-8100 ext. 201 
802-458-8000 (direct) 
802-989-4704 (mobile) 
 


